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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 March 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 21 3. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 
The information disclosure statement (IDS) filed 3/31/2004 is in compliance with 
the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by DE 
29924269. 

In regards to claim 1, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses an articulation 
sleeve for a clamp, the clamp comprised of a clamp strip having ends formed into 
closed loops, wherein the loops surround one of the articulation sleeves, respectively, 
extending through slots in the loops and articulation sleeves is rotatably supported 
during clamping with a screw head on a first one the articulation sleeves, wherein a nut 
that is screwed onto a threaded shaft the clamping screw and has a polygonal 
peripheral contour supported on secured against second one rotation because of a 
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special shaping of the articulation sleeves and articulation sleeve; comprises: wherein 
the articulation sleeve sleeve member having coaxial holes provided wherein at least 
one clamping screw, through the diametrically opposed in the sleeve member of the 
articulation sleeve, wherein the least one clamping screw passes through the coaxial 
holes; wherein the opposed coaxial holey are identical and have a circular shape; 
wherein diameter the circular holes matches nearly a shaft diameter of the at least one 
wherein the sleeve member the sleeve clamping screw articulation direction transverse 
to a compressed longitudinal axis of the sleeve member adjacent the coaxial holes, at 
least within an area of a polygonal peripheral contour of the nut and a peripheral 
contour of the screw head; wherein the sleeve member sleeve has a wall area, 
adjoining the polygonal peripheral contour of the nut in the mounted state of the 
articulation sleeve, of the clamping screw, and of the nut, wherein the wall area is 
deformed to match the polygonal peripheral contour of the nut. 

Note, the clamping screw is not part of the claimed invention. 

In regards to claim 2, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses polygonal 
peripheral contour of the nut is formed wherein the polygon by a polygonal section of 
the nut having a coaxial cylindrical projection, wherein the projection has an outer 

diameter that is smaller than diameter of a circumcircle the polygonal section and 

i 

wherein the projection inserted with press into the coaxial holes. 

In regards to claim 3, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses the projection 
having an external securing rib extending peripherally and tapering toward a free end of 
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the projection, wherein the securing rib arranged least one of the coaxial holes with 
press fit. 

In regards to claim 4, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses the securing rib 
having a knurled surface. 

In regards to claim 5, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses the nut having a 
thread extending into the projection. 

In regards to claim 6, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses the sleeve member 
of the articulation sleeve being formed of a sheet metal strip and wherein abutting 
longitudinal edges of the sheet metal strip are connected welding. 

In regards to claim 7, in Figures 3-7, DE 29924269 discloses the sleeve member 
of the articulation sleeve being a pipe section that not welded. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure because it illustrates the inventive concept of the invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Aaron M. Dunwoody whose telephone number is 571- 
272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on 571-272-7087. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). f\ 
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Primary Examiner 
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